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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Blind & Vision Impaired

Services to Local Early Intervention Systems and Providers
Provision of Information 

· Provide information about services of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI).

· Provide lists of pediatric ophthalmologists and optometrists. 

· Provide information regarding independent living skills, communication skills, orientation and mobility, and visual development as they relate to infants with visual disabilities.

· Offer resources that will increase providers’ awareness of the needs of infants with visual disabilities.

Consultative Services for Infants and Toddlers with Vision Impairments

· Provide a functional vision evaluation for children who are eligible for DBVI services.
· Participate on the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) team, when requested, to:

· Help develop outcomes, short-term goals, and learning opportunities;
· Help identify the supports and services necessary and appropriate to address the desired outcomes; and

· Periodically review progress towards meeting outcomes and the need for changes to outcomes and/or supports and services.
· Provide suggestions and guidance to parents for working with a child with a visual impairment.
· Authorize an annual eye examination and glasses for children in financially eligible families when necessary. 

· Provide sunwear as appropriate. 

· Loan specialized resources to providers, e.g., reference material and sensory stimulation kits.

· Assist in developing transition plans for infants with visual disabilities who are moving from the local early intervention system to school/community based programs.

· Arrange training programs for parents and guardians.

Participation in the Local Early Intervention System 

· Participate in child find activities through direct contact with medical personnel and other providers who serve infants and toddlers.

· Participate on Local Interagency Coordinating Councils.

· Loan specialized equipment to local early intervention providers.

· Provide training programs for providers.

· Provide professional development workshops for medical or other professional service providers necessary for the habilitation/rehabilitation of visual functioning disorders.

NOTE:  DBVI provides these specified early intervention services to the eligible population within available resources.
Voice/DBVI 1-800-622-2155


